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Q. I do not see a core matter to expand on it. What exactly is the message now as 

different to what you were teaching before the split? 

 

Q. The Spirit of Prophecy says we must give the third angel’s message to the world. I 

understand it from the Scriptures, but I am puzzled on what you mean even with the articles. 

Please explain as I really want to understand in depth, and in return teach this message to others. 

Many thanks. E. 

 

 “In contrast to those who keep the commandments of God and have the faith of Jesus, 

the third angel points to another class, against whose errors a solemn and fearful warning 

is uttered: ‘If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, 

or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God.’ Revelation 14:9, 10. A 

correct interpretation of the symbols employed is necessary to an understanding of this 

message. What is represented by the beast, the image, the mark?” The Great Controversy, 

438. 

 

 “As the ministration of Jesus closed in the Holy place, and he passed into the Holiest, 

and stood before the ark containing the law of God, he sent another mighty angel to earth 

with the third message. He placed a parchment in the angel’s hand, and as he descended to 

earth in majesty and power, he proclaimed a fearful warning, the most terrible 

threatening ever borne to man. This message was designed to put the children of God 

upon their guard, and show them the hour of temptation and anguish that was before 

them. Said the angel, They will be brought into close combat with the beast and his image. 

Their only hope of eternal life is to remain steadfast. Although their lives are at stake, yet 

they must hold fast the truth. The third angel closes his message with these words, Here is 

the patience of the saints; here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith 

of Jesus. As he repeated these words he pointed to the heavenly Sanctuary. The minds of all 

who embrace this message are directed to the Most Holy place where Jesus stands before 

the ark, making his final intercession for all those for whom mercy still lingers, and for those 

who have ignorantly broken the law of God. This atonement is made for the righteous dead 

as well as for the righteous living. Jesus makes an atonement for those who died, not 

receiving the light upon God’s commandments, who sinned ignorantly. 

 

“After Jesus opened the door of the Most Holy the light of the Sabbath was seen, and 

the people of God were to be tested and proved, as God proved the children of Israel 

anciently, to see if they would keep his law. I saw the third angel pointing upward, showing 

the disappointed ones the way to the Holiest of the heavenly Sanctuary. They followed Jesus 

by faith into the Most Holy. Again they have found Jesus, and joy and hope spring up anew. 

I saw them looking back reviewing the past, from the proclamation of the second advent of 

Jesus, down through their travels to the passing of the time in 1844. They see their 
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disappointment explained, and joy and certainty again animate them. The third angel has 

lighted up the past, present and future, and they know that God has indeed led them by his 

mysterious providence.” Spiritual Gifts, 163. 

 

A TEST 

 

“Many who went forth to meet the Bridegroom under the messages of the first and 

second angels, refused the third, the last testing message to be given to the world, and a 

similar position will be taken when the last call is made. 

“Every specification of this parable should be carefully studied. We are 

represented either by the wise or by the foolish virgins.” Review and Herald, October 31, 

1899. 

 

THE SEVEN THUNDERS 

 

57 AD 

 

It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations 

of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot 

tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the 

third heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: 

God knoweth;) How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, 

which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 2 Corinthians 12:1–4. 

 

100 AD 

 

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and 

a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of 

fire: And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his 

left foot on the earth, And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had 

cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. And when the seven thunders had uttered their 

voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those 

things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. Revelation 10:1–4. 

 

“The mighty angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus Christ. 

Setting His right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the part which He is 

acting in the closing scenes of the great controversy with Satan. This position denotes His 

supreme power and authority over the whole earth. The controversy had waxed stronger and 

more determined from age to age, and will continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when 

the masterly working of the powers of darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with 

evil men, will deceive the whole world and the churches who receive not the love of the 

truth. But the mighty angel demands attention. He cries with a loud voice. He is to show the 

power and authority of His voice to those who have united with Satan to oppose the truth. 

“After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to 

Daniel in regard to the little book: ‘Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.’ 

These relate to future events which will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in 
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his lot at the end of the days. John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel’s prophecies 

have their proper place in the first, second, and third angels’ messages to be given to the 

world. The unsealing of the little book was the message in relation to time. 

 

“The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a 

revelation; one a book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries which the 

thunders uttered, but he was commanded not to write them. 

 

“The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a 

delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second angels’ messages. It 

was not best for the people to know these things, for their faith must necessarily be tested. 

In the order of God most wonderful and advanced truths would be proclaimed. The first and 

second angels’ messages were to be proclaimed, but no further light was to be revealed 

before these messages had done their specific work. This is represented by the angel standing 

with one foot on the sea, proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer.” 

The Seventh-day Adventists Bible Commentary, volume 7, 971. 

 

1863 

 

“After their rejection of the gospel, the Jews continued zealously to maintain their 

ancient rites, they rigorously preserved their national exclusiveness, while they themselves 

could not but admit that the presence of God was no longer manifest among them. The 

prophecy of Daniel pointed so unmistakably to the time of Messiah’s coming, and so directly 

foretold His death, that they discouraged its study, and finally the rabbis pronounced a 

curse on all who should attempt a computation of the time. In blindness and impenitence 

the people of Israel during succeeding centuries have stood, indifferent to the gracious offers 

of salvation, unmindful of the blessings of the gospel, a solemn and fearful warning of the 

danger of rejecting light from heaven. 

 

“Wherever the cause exists, the same results will follow. He who deliberately 

stifles his convictions of duty because it interferes with his inclinations will finally lose 

the power to distinguish between truth and error. The understanding becomes darkened, 

the conscience callous, the heart hardened, and the soul is separated from God. Where the 

message of divine truth is spurned or slighted, there the church will be enshrouded in 

darkness; faith and love grow cold, and estrangement and dissension enter. Church members 

center their interests and energies in worldly pursuits, and sinners become hardened in their 

impenitence.” The Great Controversy, 378. 

 

Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with 

wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon you the 

spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath 

he covered. And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, 

which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; 

for it is sealed: And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray 

thee: and he saith, I am not learned. Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw 

near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far 
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from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: Therefore, behold, I will 

proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: 

for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men 

shall be hid. Isaiah 29:9–14. 

 

1989 

 

“The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a 

delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second angels’ messages. 

. . . 

“After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to 

Daniel in regard to the little book: ‘Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.’ 

These relate to future events which will be disclosed in their order.” The Seventh-day 

Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 971. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

 

“The work of God in the earth presents, from age to age, a striking similarity in every 

great reformation or religious movement. The principles of God’s dealing with men are ever 

the same. The important movements of the present have their parallel in those of the past, 

and the experience of the church in former ages has lessons of great value for our own time.” 

The Great Controversy, 343. 

 

PARALLEL 

 

“God has given the messages of Revelation 14 their place in the line of prophecy, 

and their work is not to cease till the close of this earth’s history. The first and second angel’s 

messages are still truth for this time, and are to run parallel with this which follows. The 

third angel proclaims his warning with a loud voice. ‘After these things,’ said John, ‘I saw 

another angel come down from heaven, having great power, and the earth was lightened with 

his glory.’ In this illumination, the light of all the three messages is combined.” The 1888 

Materials, 803–804. 

 

“The first and second messages were given in 1843 and 1844, and we are now under 

the proclamation of the third; but all three of the messages are still to be proclaimed. It is 

just as essential now as ever before that they shall be repeated to those who are seeking for 

the truth. By pen and voice we are to sound the proclamation, showing their order, and 

the application of the prophecies that bring us to the third angel’s message. There 

cannot be a third without the first and second. These messages we are to give to the world 

in publications, in discourses, showing in the line of prophetic history the things that 

have been and the things that will be.” Selected Messages, book 2, 104, 105. 

 

THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS 
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“The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the 

Adventist people.” The Great Controversy, 393. 

 

“I am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and 

five foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it has a 

special application to this time, and, like the third angel’s message, has been fulfilled and 

will continue to be present truth till the close of time.” Review and Herald, August 19, 1890. 

 

I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what 

he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved. And the Lord answered 

me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth 

it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though 

it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which is 

lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. Habakkuk 2:1–4. 

 

Reproved—H8433 From H3198; chastisement; figuratively (by words) correction, 

refutation, proof (even in defence): - argument, X chastened, correction, reasoning, rebuke, 

reproof, X be (often) reproved. 

 

“The book that was sealed was not the book of Revelation, but that portion of the 

prophecy of Daniel which related to the last days. The Scripture says, ‘But thou, O Daniel, 

shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, 

and knowledge shall be increased’ (Daniel 12:4). When the book was opened, the 

proclamation was made, ‘Time shall be no longer.’ (See Revelation 10:6.) The book of 

Daniel is now unsealed, and the revelation made by Christ to John is to come to all the 

inhabitants of the earth. By the increase of knowledge a people is to be prepared to stand 

in the latter days. . . . 

 

“In the first angel’s message men are called upon to worship God, our Creator, who 

made the world and all things that are therein. They have paid homage to an institution of 

the Papacy, making of no effect the law of Jehovah, but there is to be an increase of 

knowledge on this subject.” Selected Messages, book 2, 105, 106. 

 

“In the Revelation are portrayed the deep things of God. The very name given to its 

inspired pages, ‘the Revelation,’ contradicts the statement that this is a sealed book. A 

revelation is something revealed. The Lord Himself revealed to His servant the mysteries 

contained in this book, and He designs that they shall be open to the study of all. Its truths 

are addressed to those living in the last days of this earth’s history, as well as to those 

living in the days of John. Some of the scenes depicted in this prophecy are in the past, 

some are now taking place; some bring to view the close of the great conflict between the 

powers of darkness and the Prince of heaven, and some reveal the triumphs and joys of the 

redeemed in the earth made new. 

 

“Let none think, because they cannot explain the meaning of every symbol in the 

Revelation, that it is useless for them to search this book in an effort to know the meaning 

of the truth it contains. The One who revealed these mysteries to John will give to the diligent 
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searcher for truth a foretaste of heavenly things. Those whose hearts are open to the reception 

of truth will be enabled to understand its teachings, and will be granted the blessing 

promised to those who ‘hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 

are written therein. 

 

“In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here is the complement 

of the book of Daniel. One is a prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was sealed is 

not the Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel relating to the last days. 

The angel commanded, ‘But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to 

the time of the end.’ Daniel 12:4.” Acts of the Apostles, 584, 585. 

 

“Several times during our conversation, in which you become very much in earnest, 

you repeated the sentence, ‘O consistency, thou art a jewel!’ I repeat the same with decided 

force to you. You say that Anna’s visions place the forming of the image of the beast 

after probation closes. This is not so. You claim to believe the testimonies; let them set 

you right on this point. The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be 

formed before probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people of God, by 

which their eternal destiny will be decided. Your position is such a jumble of 

inconsistencies that but few will be deceived. 

 

“In Revelation 13 this subject is plainly presented; [Revelation 13:11–17, quoted]. 

“This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All 

who proved their loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious 

sabbath, will rank under the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of 

the living God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the Sunday sabbath, 

will receive the mark of the beast.” Manuscript Releases, volume 15, 15. 

 

But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and 

one shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and be stirred 

up, even to his fortress. Daniel 11:10. 
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